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BAUHAUS 

• Bauhaus, in full Staatliches 

Bauhaus, school of design, 

architecture, and applied arts 

that existed in Germany from 

1919 to 1933.  

 

• It was based in Weimar until 

1925, Dessau through 1932, 

and Berllin in its final months.  

 



BAUHAUS 
• The Bauhaus was founded by the architect Walter 

Gropius, who combined two schools, the Weimar 

Academy of Arts and the Weimar School of Arts and 

Crafts, into what he called the Bauhaus 

 

• Gropius’s “house of building” included the teaching 

of various crafts, which he saw as allied 

to architecture, the matrix of the arts. By training 

students equally in art and in technically expert 

craftsmanship, the Bauhaus sought to end the 

schism between the two. 



BAUHAUS 

• The forward-looking Bauhaus rejected the 

Arts and Crafts emphasis on individually 

executed luxury objects. Realizing that 

machine production had to be the 

precondition of design if that effort was to 

have any impact in the 20th century, 

Gropius directed the school’s design efforts 

toward mass manufacture.  

• On the example of Gropius’s ideal, modern 

designers have since thought in terms of 

producing functional and aesthetically 

pleasing objects for mass society rather 
than individual items for a wealthy elite. 



BAUHAUS 
• Although Bauhaus members had 

been involved in architectural 

work from 1919 (notably, the 

construction in Dessau of 

administrative, educational, and 

residential quarters designed by 

Gropius), 

      the department of architecture, 

central to Gropius’s program in 

founding this unique school, was 

not established until 

1927; Hannes Meyer, a Swiss 

architect, was appointed 

chairman.  

Hannes 

Meyer 



BAUHAUS 

• Upon Gropius’s resignation the following year, Meyer 

became director of the Bauhaus until 1930. 

•  He was asked to resign because of his left-wing political 

views, which brought him into conflict with Dessau 
authorities. 

• Ludwig Mies van der Rohe became the  

 new director until the Nazi regime forced  

 the school to close in 1933. 

 
Ludwig Mies van 

der Rohe 



BAUHAUS 
• The Bauhaus had far-reaching 

influence. Its workshop products 

were widely reproduced, and 

widespread acceptance of 

functional, unornamented designs 

for objects of daily use owes much 

to Bauhaus precept and example.  

• Bauhaus teaching methods and 

ideals were transmitted throughout 

the world by faculty and students. 

Today, nearly every art curriculum 

includes foundation courses in 

which, on the Bauhaus model, 

students learn about the 

fundamental elements of design. 



BAUHAUS, artworks 
Red balloon, Paul Klee 
• Paul Klee was one of the 

most talented and enigmatic 
artists to be associated with 
the Bauhaus 

• In this canvas from 1922, 
delicate, translucent 
geometric shapes - 
squares, rectangles and 
domes - are picked out in 
gradations of primary color. 
A single red circle floats in 
the upper center, revealing 
itself, on inspection, to be 
the titular hot-air balloon. 



BAUHAUS, artworks 

    Yellow-Red-Blue, Wassily 

Kandinsky 
 This complex work is built up around three 

key visual areas, dominated by yellow, red, 

and blue shapes respectively. These in turn 

form two overall zones of visual attention, 

one on the right-hand side of the canvas, 

formed from the interlocking red cross and 

blue circle, and one around the yellow 

rectangle to the left, embossed against a 

deeper shade of ochre. A meshwork of 

straight and curvilinear interact across the 

canvas, as if playing out the battle of 

energies established between the different 

primary colors. 



BAUHAUS, artworks 

• Club Chair, Marcel 
Breuer 

 

 Marcel Breuer's classic Model 
B3 chair is a revolutionary 
take on the classic 
upholstered 'club chair' of the 
nineteenth century drawing 
room, a sleek amalgamation 
of curving, overlapping 
stainless steel tubes, with taut 
rectangular fabric panels 
floating like geometric forms in 
space.  



BAUHAUS, artworks 

• Bauhaus building in Dessau, Germany, 
Walter Gropius 

 This iconic building, with its spare rectangular shape, 

glass-curtain walls, and distinctive vertical logo 
extending up one side, encapsulates the spirit of 
Bauhaus architecture, and predicts many of the 
developments that would emerge out of it in the years to 
come. As the architectural critic Lee F. Mindel wrote, 
Gropius's "innovative use...of  

 industrial sash, glass curtain walls, and  

 an asymmetrical pinwheel design forg 

 ed an unforgettable path in the  

 development of what we now call  

 modernism and the International  

 Style." 
 



BAUHAUS, fonts 








